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Flynn Township Annual Budget Hearing and Board Meeting Minutes – April 8, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

TOWNSHIP OF FLYNN 

ANNUAL BUDGET HEARING MINUTES 

REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 8, 2025 

 
  

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Supervisor Grant Burgess, Clerk Robert Vinande, Treasurer Brent Banks and Trustee Jeff Keesler 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Trustee Bob Alexander 

 

OTHERS:  Deputy Supervisor Gene Burgess and Assessor Connie Lipka 

 
 

REGULAR AGENDA: 

 
• CALL TO ORDER 

o Supervisor Grant Burgess called the Regular Monthly Board Meeting at the Flynn Township Senior Center to 

order at 7 p.m. 

 

• PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

• ASSESSOR UPDATE 

o Assessor Connie Lipka reviewed BOR membership with the board.  Discussion followed.  

▪ ACTION ITEM – Supervisor Grant Burgess identify one new member for the BOR and one alternate.   

o Assessor Connie Lipka reviewed the topic of Land Divisions with the board.  Discussion followed.   

▪ ACTION ITEM – Assessor Connie Lipka to draft suggested changes to the Land Division Application 

and review them with the board at our May meeting.    

 

• COMMISSIONER’S REPORT  

o Clerk Robert Vinande sent the Commissioner’s report via email to the board members for review in the 

Commissions absence; the report is attached staring on page 3 of this document.   
 

• PUBLIC COMMENT  

o None 

 
• APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

o A motion made by Trustee Jeff Keesler and seconded by Treasurer Brent Banks to approve the March 10, 2025 

minutes.  MOTION CARRIED 

 
• APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP TREASURER’S REPORT 

o A motion made by Clerk Robert Vinande and seconded by Trustee Jeff Keesler to approve the April Treasurer’s 

Report.  MOTION CARRIED   
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• APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP EXPENSES:   

o A motion made by Treasurer Brent Banks and seconded by Trustee Jeff Keesler to accept the April bills as 

presented on April 8, 2025 for a total of $9,640.39 + Planning Board expenses.  MOTION CARRIED 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

  
• SENIOR CENTER / PARK  

o No discussion. 

• NATURE CENTER  

o No discussion. 

• ROADS 

o No discussion.   

• MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

o Omard Cemetery Sign 

▪ Treasurer Brent Banks informed the board of the progress of the sign.  Discussion followed. 

• ACTION ITEM – board members to review the proposed site for the sign and provide 

feedback to Treasurer Brent Banks.     

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• SENIOR CENTER / PARK   

o No discussion. 

• NATURE CENTER 

o Clerk Robert Vinande informed the board the position of Sanilac County Parks and Recreation Director is 

expected to be filled shortly.  Discussion followed.   

• ROADS 

o No discussion.  

• MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

o Clerk Robert Vinande noted the 2025 mowing agreements are in place.   

▪ A motion made by Treasurer Brent Banks and seconded by Trustee Jeff Keesler to accept the bid for 

mowing and cleanup for the Omard Cemetery to Glennda Burgess.  MOTION CARRIED 

▪ 2025 is the third year of a three contract for mowing the Sr. Center lawns with Gary’s Lawn Care.   

 

OTHER: 

 

• Brown City Fire Authority 

o No discussion. 

• Upcoming Meetings 

o April Sanilac County Chapter of the MTA – Wed. April 9, 2025, 6 p.m. @ Liberty Lanes. 

o Sanilac County Clerks Meeting, Thursday, April 10 @ 5:30 p.m., Liberty Lanes 

o Planning Commission Meeting – Thursday, April 17, 7 p.m. 

o May Flynn Township Board Meeting – Tue. May 13, 8 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   
 

• A motion was made by Clerk Robert Vinande and seconded by Trustee Jeff Keesler to adjourn the meeting @ 8:15 p.m..  

MOTION CARRIED 
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Commissioner’s Report – District 5 

City/Village/Townships 

 

March 18, 2025  

Public Comments: CHAIRMAN BLOCK OPENED THE PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE BROWNFIELD PROJECT IN THE  
VILLAGE OF PORT SANILAC AND CALLED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT. NO COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED.   

PRESENTATION: Samantha Schnettler, Huron & Sanilac Economic Development Corporation Executive Director, gave an  
overview of the corporation's accomplishments and current projects.   

INTERVIEWS: COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD ROBYN GORRINGE – FAMILY MEMBER SANTA DICKENDESHER – 
GENERAL PUBLIC WILLIAM GRAY – GENERAL PUBLIC JOHN GROUSTRA – GENERAL PUBLIC   

REGION VII AREA ON AGING AREA ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL WILLIAM WALTERS – COUNTY DELEGATE   

Appointment to Standing Committees:   

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD (APPOINT 1 FAMILY MEMBER & 2 GENERAL PUBLIC) APPOINTS ROBYN GORRINGE,  
FAMILY MEMBER, TO THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD FOR A THREE (3) YEAR TERM, EXPIRING 3/31/2028.  

MOVED BY COMMISSIONER EHARDT AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER MOODY TO NOMINATE SANTA DICKENDESHER,  
WILLIAM GRAY, AND JOHN GROUSTRA TO THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD.  

CHAIRMAN BLOCK DECLARED WILLIAM GRAY AND JOHN GROUSTRA APPOINTED TO THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH  
BOARD FOR A THREE (3) YEAR TERM, EXPIRING 3/31/2028.  

REGION VII AREA ON AGING AREA ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL (APPOINT 1) APPOINTS WILLIAM WALTERS, COUNTY  
DELEGATE, TO THE REGION VII AREA ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR A THREE (3) YEAR TERM, EXPIRING 3/31/2028.   

SUB-ADVISORY BOARD (APPOINT 1) MOVED BY COMMISSIONER HEBERLING AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER  EHARDT 
THAT THE SANILAC COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS HEREBY APPOINTS TEDDY PACE TO THE SUB-ADVISORY  BOARD FOR 
A TWO (2) YEAR TERM, EXPIRING 3/31/2027.  

General Resolutions:  

RESOLUTION HONORING ERNEST KILGUS FOR YEARS OF SERVICE  

RESOLUTION HONORING DEBORAH WILLIAMSON FOR YEARS OF SERVICE  

New Business:   

FA-045-25(A) - APPROVES AND ACCEPTS $80,000.00 $78,000.00 IN GRANT FUNDING FOR FY2024 OPERATION STONE  
GARDEN FOR THE REIMBURSEMENT OF OVERTIME & MAINTENANCE/FUEL FOR SHORELINE PATROL & PROTECTION  

FA-046-25 - APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF CURRENT CLAIMS IDENTIFIED ON THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REPORT DATED  
MARCH 11, 2025, FOR THE GENERAL BANK ACCOUNT IN THE AMOUNT OF $155,175.05.  

FA-048-25 - APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL GENERAL FUND BANK ACCOUNT CHECKS CHARGED TO FEBRUARY,  
2025, AS FOLLOWS: ADDITIONAL GENERAL FUND BANK ACCOUNT CHARGES FOR FEBRUARY 2025 $646,521.71 ACH  
PAYMENTS, $283,450.95 CHECKS, $929,972.66 TOTAL  

FA-049-25 - AWARDS AND AUTHORIZES THE BID TO LAUTERBACH & AMEN, FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING OPEB  
ACTUARY SERVICES, AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $14,970, FOR (3) THREE TERMS, 2025-2029, WITH FUNDING FROM THE  
CONSULTANT ACTIVITY LINE.   

FA-050-25 - APPROVES THE MULTI-COUNTY MATERIALS MANAGEMENT PLAN BUDGET REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF  
MICHIGAN.  
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FA-051-25 - AUTHORIZES THE CREATION OF A PASS-THOUGH ACCOUNT FOR THE BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT  
AUTHORITY, FOR THE PURPOSE OF MOVING FUNDING THAT WILL BE INCURRED BY DEVELOPERS FOR THEIR PROJECT  
CONSULTATION OVER TO THE CONSULTANT WHO IS ASSISTING THE BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY.   

FA-052-25 - AUTHORIZES THE DISPOSAL OF ONE (1) 2016 FORD EXPLORER, VIN# ENDING IN 81407, WITH 119,379 MILES  
THROUGH ALBRECHT AUCTION SERVICE OF VASSAR. FURTHER AUTHORIZES ALL PROCEEDS OF THE SALE TO BE  DEPOSITED 
INTO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE POLICE VEHICLE FUND.   

FA-053-25 - AUTHORIZES THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE PURCHASE TWO (2) KONICA MODEL C451i COLOR COPIERS WITH FAX KIT  
FROM MARCO, INCLUDING A 5-YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT, AT A COST OF $5,824.94 EACH, FOR A TOTAL COST  NOT TO 
EXCEED $11,649.88, WITH FUNDING FROM THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE EQUIPMENT LINE.   

FA-054-25 - AWARDS & AUTHORIZES STANDARD OFFICE SUPPLY THE BID, FOR THE PURPOSE OF A REORGANIZATION OF  THE 
SERVICE COUNTER WITH SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE, AT A COST OF  $20,880.00, WITH 
FUNDING FROM THE RURAL AND NONMETRO ELECTION INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT.   

FA-055-25 - AUTHORIZES ESCON REPLACE THE HANDICAP ACCESS DOOR OPENER OF THE NORTHWEST EMPLOYEE  
ENTRANCE OF THE EOC BUILDING, THE OPENER WILL TIE INTO THE CURRENT KEY SWIPE SYSTEM, AT A COST NOT TO  
EXCEED $6,972.00, WITH FUNDING FROM BUILDING AND GROUNDS FOR IMMEDIATE APPROVAL.  

NFA-004-25 - APPOINTS KRISTAL SCHULZ AS THE 911 DEPUTY DIRECTOR, EFFECTIVE APRIL 4, 2025.  

Closed Session: MOVED BY COMMISSIONER LEE AND SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER BALLARD THAT WE GO INTO  
CLOSED SESSION FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATIONS AT 2:10 P.M. RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION AT 2:28 P.M  

NFA-005-25 - RATIFIES A PARTIAL THREE (3) YEAR AGREEMENT WITH THE GENERAL AND COURT UNITS REPRESENTED BY  THE 
TPOAM UNION  

APRIL 1, 2025  

PRESENTATIONS: Jeremy Bender, Bender Builders, gave a presentation to the Board regarding the proposed construction  of 
the new animal control shelter.   

Kristy Sutherland, Senior Director, Human Development Commission, presented the Senior Services Annual Report.   

INTERVIEW: HEALTH BOARD Lea Lentz Appointment to Standing Committees: LEA LENTZ TO THE HEALTH BOARD FOR A  FIVE 
(5) YEAR TERM, EXPIRING 4/15/2030.   

County Commissioner Appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees: COMMISSIONER MOODY APPOINTS  
BARB HAWKS TO THE LANDFILL OPERATIONS & RECYCLING CENTER ADVISORY BOARD FOR A PARTIAL ONE (1) YEAR  
TERM, EXPIRING 12/31/2025.  

New Business:   

NFA-006-25 - AWARDS AND AUTHORIZES THE BID FOR THE ANIMAL CONTROL SHELTER BUILDING PROJECT TO JEREMY  
BENDER, BENDER BUILDERS, AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $850,000.00, WITH FUNDING FROM ARPA FUNDS.   

FA-055-25 - APPROVES THE PAYMENT OF CURRENT CLAIMS IDENTIFIED ON THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE REPORT DATED  
MARCH 25, 2025, FOR THE GENERAL BANK ACCOUNT IN THE AMOUNT OF $354,635.56.  

FA-056-25 - 2025 BUDGET AMENDMENTS  

FA-057-25 - AUTHORIZES THE WAGE ADJUSTMENT FOR THE SEASONAL MARINE DEPUTY POSITIONS, THE STARTING  
WAGE FOR MARINE DEPUTIES WILL BE $18.50 PER HOUR FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF SERVICE, CONTINGENT UPON  
SUCCESSFUL ATTENDANCE AT A MARINE SAFETY ACADEMY OR AN EQUIVALENT TRAINING PROGRAM, UPON  
COMPLETION OF ONE YEAR OF SERVICE, THE MARINE DEPUTY WILL TRANSITION TO THE STARTING DEPUTY WAGE  
LISTED IN THE POAM DEPUTY SHERIFF’S CONTRACT. 
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FA-058-25 - APPROVES THE DISTRICT HEALTH DEPARTMENT NO. 2 2024 HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT PROGRAM  
SUBRECIPIENT AGREEMENT.  

FA-059-25 - APPROVES THE FY2025 SECTION 5311 OPERATING FORMULA GRANTS FOR RURAL AREAS PROGRAMS.  

FA-060-25 - AWARDS AND AUTHORIZES THE PARKS COMMISSION PURCHASE A JOHN DEERE Z930 ZTRAK ZERO TURN  
LAWN 60” MOWER FROM TRI-COUNTY AT A COST NOT TO EXCEED $12,653.00, WITH FUNDING FROM THE PARKS  
MILLAGE AND FURTHER TO AUTHORIZE THE OLD MOWER TO BE SOLD ON FACEBOOK MARKETPLACE, WITH THE  
PROCEEDS TO BE DEPOSITED INTO THE PARK MILLAGE.   

FA-061-25 - AWARDS AND AUTHORIZES STEVE SCRIBNER OF A+ LAWN AND SNOW CARE, THE BID FOR SNOW REMOVAL  FOR 
YEARS 2025, 2026 AND 2027, WITH THE SAME PRICING QUOTED FROM THE 2022 RFP.   

FA-062-25 - AUTHORIZES THE FOLLOWING PAY FOR 2025 FOR THE ELECTED OFFICIALS: CLERK - $71,000.00, TREASURER - 
$71,000.00, REGISTER OF DEEDS - $71,000.00, DRAIN COMMISSIONER - $71,000.00, PROSECUTOR - $114,500.00 AND  
SHERIFF - $87,500.00, WITH A TWO PERCENT (2%) INCREASE FOR YEARS 2026 AND 2027, WITH FUNDING FROM THE  
GENERAL FUND CONTINGENCY.  

Public Comments: City of Sandusky Precinct Delegate, Mike Gleason, extended an invitation to all Republican Elected  
Officials to attend the Sanilac County Republican Party Lincoln Day Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday, April 26, 2025. Mr.  
Gleason further extended the invite for all, especially our youth, to attend the monthly meetings that take place on the  3rd 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at Liberty Lanes in Sandusky.   

Closed Session: APPROVES THE CLOSED MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 2025.  

Christine J. Lee, Commissioner – District 5 
 


